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Abstract 

This study aims to investigate and analyze the impact of virtual networks on the 
electoral behavior of voters in the presidential elections in Guilan. The statistical 
population included a panel of twenty experts in organizations and university 
academics selected based on the Delphi sampling method. The data collection was 
conducted using questionnaires under two approaches. For qualitative data collection, 
the study designed the questionnaire to receive the experts' remarks and ensure 
convergence between the experts' remarks using the Delphi method. The study 
distributed the questionnaires manually or through email as required. Then the study 
administered the Delphi questionnaire and used a five-point Likert scale to score the 
indicators in the study. At the end of the questionnaire, an open-ended question was 
given, requesting comments, ideas, and suggestions for improving the pattern. The 
findings indicated the significant effect of virtual networks (online social networks) on 
voters' electoral behavior in the ١٠th, ١١th, and ١٢th presidential elections in (the 
province of) Guilan, Iran.  

Keywords: virtual networks, election, political participation, electoral behavior, voters, 
Guilan 

Introduction  

From a macro perspective, the recognition of suffrage (the right to vote) in the 
constitution of many countries is the most palpable and evident representation of 
individuals' participation in different fields related to their nature and fate that has 
been realized in democratic electoral systems. Since the foundation of the validity of 
the election is dependent on the will and desires of individuals, it is considered one of 
the most important pathways for the realization and stability of democracy and 
ensuring individual and legal liberties. Therefore, the elemental tools for an equitable 
and just election could include preventing all aspects of corruption, ensuring the 
integrity of citizens' votes, and arranging for the supervision of a supreme executive 
entity. Therefore, in political society, the right of individuals to participate in public 
administration is strongly tied to socio-political developments. By experience, higher 
consciousness and awareness of citizens has improved the quality of political 
participation. Hence, suffrage is regarded as a critical mechanism for people's 
increasing participation in realizing the right of self-determination, allowing for the 
enforcement and confirmation of public sovereignty (Mohammadzadeh Asl & Zareh, 
٢٠١٦:٩٤). 

In a democratic system, the election is a determining issue for the individuals, political 
parties, and the fate of the concurrent government and the country, hence the 
sensitivity of election; supervising the smooth administration of all elections is of 



utmost importance. Election supervision is a universal concept, not barely limited to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran (Eta'at, ٢٠٠٤:٢٩).  

Generally, a democracy is a system of government whose sovereignty is founded on 
the public will; a system whose legitimacy is derived from the public will in which all 
individuals, regardless of class distinctions, are equally involved in national legislation 
and the equitable distribution of power and public capital (Kavakebiyan, ٢٠٠٨:٦). 

Political participation in any shape or form is a recent phenomenon. Before the modern 
age, people lived in closed systems that were mostly patriarchal. In the traditional 
world, participation made sense only for defense or offense at wars. From ancient 
intellectuals' perspective, participation is associated with the concepts of duty 
fulfillment or productivity and privilege. In the modern sense, though, participation is 
associated with the right of human sovereignty. The thoughts of John Locke and 
Weber's sociology provided the rational context of this sort of participation, thereby 
recognizing the public right for political participation (Seifzadeh, ٢٠٠٩:٤٨). 

  Political participation is described by two theories: instrumental and evolutional 
theories. In the instrumental theory, participation is identified as an instrument for 
reaching a goal to defend an individual or a group of individuals against tyranny. In 
this theory, those individuals impacted by decisions have the right to participation in 
decision-making, and the legitimacy of government is founded on participation. 
Utilitarians and pluralists favor this theory. The adherents of the evolutionary theory of 
participation reason that a utopian citizen is a participator; thus, participation is 
regarded as a social responsibility. Aligned with this view are the works of Aristotle, 
John Steward Mill, and Jean Jacque Rousseau. Also, a significant part of socialism and 
conservatism is impacted by this theory (Eta'at, ٢٠١٦:٢١٤). 

Democracy is based on citizens electing representatives who enforce power and 
sovereignty on behalf and instead of their electors. The election is a method of voting 
to select the governors democratically. Arguably, the existence of a competitive 
election hence bearing the power to select is one of the conditions of democracy. The 
election is dependent on giving individuals the right to vote, administration of the 
election, and determining an election system.  

Social media are networks of online connections between individuals created through 
the internet and cyberspace, where sharing information, ideas, images, films, and so 
forth is easy and instant.  

Social networks, especially Instagram and Facebook are vast and complex worlds that 
have gained much popularity among different classes, particularly young individuals. 
The significance of this popularity is confirmed through a simple investigation to find 
that the majority of young people spend so much time on these networks. Cyberspace 
is a vast society that connects millions of computers and their users worldwide. With 



the predominance of the internet in our daily lives, it seems reasonable that the 
internet encompasses many characteristics of the traditional society in which they are 
reshaped. Today, the internet has provided the context for an extensive range of 
things, including shopping, education, family counseling, marriage, and even medical 
counseling between physicians and patients (Kosari, ٢٠٠٨:٩٣).  

Social networks as vehicles at the service of engendering social movements allow for 
creating connections between millions of people within an extremely short time. 
Furthermore, they are not only the new context for attracting people's involvement in 
sharing news and information, but they also play a key role in structuring movements 
and public participation (Bennet & Segerberg, ٢٠١٣:٢٧). 

Social networks are remarkably influential in the social and political training of 
individuals, especially young individuals (Khan & Shahbaz, ٢٠١٥:٤٤٢). 

Young people and university students actively use these new media to obtain 
political information and discuss politics with others in society (Kim & Chen, ٢٠١٦: 
٢٢٥). 

Political participation is definable as any form of behavior represented by the citizens 
to influence some of the political results (Choi, Lee & Metzgar, ٢٠١٧:٢٧). 

Social media use to enhance political participation is not only relevant in the developed 
world, but also it's pretty common in developing countries. In Iran, India, Pakistan, and 
Egypt, for instance, parties and independent politicians actively use their accounts on 
social media to spread information for the use of their followers and voters (Pang, 
Skoric & Zhu, ٢٠١٦:٣٣٩). 

This study is an attempt to identify the impacts of social (virtual) networks on voters' 
electoral behavior in the ١٠th, ١١th, and ١٢th presidential elections in Guilan.  

Importance of social networks for public political participation 

Chia Barnes introduced the term social network for the first time in ١٩٥٤, after which 
it became the main focus of many research studies. In the theory of traditional social 
networks, it is defined as a set of social entities, including people and organizations 
connected by a set of significant social relationships that interact through sharing 
values. The traditional form of social network service focused on different friendships 
and face-to-face connections, while present-day social network is more centered on 
online social communities and computer-mediated connections. Internet social 
networks provide a hub or set of hubs for individuals so that they can share their 
interests, thoughts, and actions with others who may be involved in their experiences. 
A social network is a set of web-based services allowing individuals to set up public or 
private captions, make connections with other members of the network, share their 



resources, and using other individuals' public captions, create new connections (Boyd 
& Ellison, ٢٠١٢:٢١٢).  

Generally, social networks are defined as sites with a simple search function (like a 
search engine) equipped with tools like chat, email, and so forth to allow users to share 
their content. Social networks are where millions of internet users gather to interact 
and exchange information, regardless of borders, language, gender, and culture. In 
fact, social networks are designed for improving and strengthening social interactions 
in a virtual context. All the information users put on their profile pages, such as the 
picture, personal information, and interests facilitate creating connections, as they 
reveal some information about individuals' identity. Users can visit others' profiles and 
connect using useful applications like email and chat tools (Pumpk et al., ٢٠٠٩:٢٢٨). 

Entekhabat is derived from the Arabic verb Nakhb, meaning to choose or adopt, and 
its European equivalent, Election, comes from the Latin, Eligeve, meaning to separate, 
sift, select. Also, this word has been subject to substantial semantic changes; however, 
in its more common sense, it is a way of electing a definite number of individuals from 
a wide range of individuals nominated for the tenure of an office (Ashoori, ١٩٩١:٤٣). 

Based on another definition of the election, it is defined as a set of actions for electing 
governors or determining supervisors for controlling power. From this perspective, an 
election is a tool by which it is possible to involve the public will in the formation of 
political entities and the determination of a selectee to enforce political authority 
(Shariatpanahi, ٢٠١٠:٤٢٢). 

An elector whose action is both legal and political, in fact, participates in the political 
administration of his society through electing a representative or a set of 
representatives. In fact, it is through an election that individuals, directly or indirectly, 
intervene in public policymaking (Molaee, ٤٩-٢٠٠٦:٤٨). 

Despite the other mechanisms for citizens' political participation, including individual 
or collective, group, and community forms of participation, the election is still the most 
evident and measurable form of the political presence of people. Moreover, the 
election represents the social foundations of political power on one hand and is a 
suitable evaluative criterion of power distribution in society. Concisely, the election is 
defined as a set of actions for electing governors or determining supervisors for 
controlling power. From this perspective, the election is the set of techniques and 
different ways of selecting representatives, a tool by which it is possible to involve the 
public will in the formation of political entities and the determination of a selectee to 
enforce political authority. 

Political participation in the form of elections, which is nations' leading index for 
political development, is an inevitable phenomenon. This is a more sensitive case in 



third world countries. States, perforce, have to acquiesce to political participation. High 
levels of political participation indicate the developed culture and the development of 
society's political culture. From a religious point of view, not only is active political 
participation and the sensitivity toward one's destiny and public destiny a legitimate 
right, but also it is a definite, essential, and morally-desirable duty for university 
students and the public. Therefore, investigating the role, position, and function of 
university students in the political system, and the necessity of utilizing their abilities 
in the administration could be considered as two of the inevitable dimensions of socio-
political development (Ebrahimi, ٢-١ :٢٠١٣).  

For decades, researchers have been studying the reason why people vote (Campbell 
et al., ١٩٦٠; Rosenstore & Hansen, ١٩٩٣). 

Many researchers have been able to answer this question through logical selection; 
however, these models tend to predict the level of voters' participation. To respond to 
this descriptive variance, responsiveness to citizens is included in the collection of 
votes. Recent studies report an association between voting and philanthropic behavior 
in experimental economics (Edlin, Gelman & Kaplan, ٢٠٠٥; Jankowski, ٢٠٠٧). 

These findings also demonstrate that any action that improves philanthropic behavior 
in voters also improves their motif to vote. Habitual cooperation is another form of 
possible motifs, explaining the difference between predicted and real participation 
(Fehr & Gachter, ٢٠٠٢). 

For others, this can be one of the factors voters take into account when deciding to 
vote.  Even though the possibility of an individual impacting the outcome of the 
election comes down to zero, the number of individuals benefiting from the distributed 
benefits of the election is high and increases as the size of the election increases. 
Accordingly, those favoring the collective well-being of the group should vote more; 
however, regardless of the rest of the voters' behaviors, it would be to the voters' 
benefit to stay home, leading the collective participation to become a public 
commodity. The existence of exchanging networks as contexts creating political 
participation is a dimension in political development literature that has gained a great 
deal of attention. The interaction methods of social networks' users are based on 
language connections. The presence of social participation networks in every society 
can be a representative of its political participation. 

Methodology 

Based on the aim, this research is developmental. Considering the results, this is 
applied research, and in terms of data collection, it is descriptive survey research. This 
study used a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods for collecting data. 
The Delphi analysis method in conjunction with asking experts was used for the 



collection of qualitative data, while for the quantitative data collection, the study used 
a public questionnaire. Using questionnaires is the most frequent way of data 
collection through which the researcher collects the required data from the answers of 
a set of respondents to evaluate their views toward truth. Therefore, the researcher not 
only puts the aspects, levels, and indexes in the Delphi phase but also seeks to collect 
the necessary data from the statistic population through administrating a 
questionnaire in the panel of experts to evaluate their views toward truth. This study 
implemented the sampling network and snowball sampling methods for selecting the 
experts of the Delphi panels. To measure the indexes extracted from different sources 
by academics and experienced managers, the study first selected some salient 
academics through the judgmental method. The study sent emailed the Experts' 
Invitation Form to the academics and made the required arrangements with managers 
through phone call or in person. After explaining the topic, aim, and scope of the study, 
the study took their consent for participation (the panel consisted of five academics 
and five managers of organizations). The study had asked the panel members to 
introduce anyone(s) they thought would be fit for participation. Therefore, the 
academics and the managers consecutively introduced ١٢ and ٨ individuals. Finally, 
after the withdrawal of some nominees, the panel was formed with ١٦ members, 
including ١٠ academics and ٦ managers (of organizations) to all of whom the study 
sent the questionnaires in all the three stages. For qualitative data collection, the study 
designed the questionnaire to receive the experts' remarks and ensure convergence 
between the experts' remarks using the Delphi method. The study distributed the 
questionnaires manually or through email as required. Then the study administered 
the Delphi questionnaire and used a five-point Likert scale to score the indicators in 
the study. At the end of the questionnaire, an open-ended question was given, 
requesting comments, ideas, and suggestions for improving the pattern. The answer 
options included: Completely Agree, Agree, Neutral, Disagree, Completely Disagree. 
To ensure content validity, the panel members were asked to confirm the 
questionnaire, which they did. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to measure 
reliability. The alpha value equaled ٨٩٫٨, which is above ٠٫٧, indicating the reliability of 
the measurement tool. The questionnaires were distributed between experts with 
relevant experience or education. After completion, the questionnaires were analyzed 
following the descriptive and inferential statistics, including Kendall's τ coefficient and 
one-sample T-test, and the Friedman test.  

Findings 

After the implementation of the Delphi method, some ١٠ individuals from the 
statistical population were selected among whom the questionnaires were distributed. 
The study then used Cronbach alpha (α) to determine validity. The value of (α) for all 
constructs was above ٠٫٧, indicating the validity of the questionnaire and the 



respondents’ consistent impression of variables related to each construct. Based on 
the variables measurement model in coefficients' significance state, if t value is not 
between -١٫٩٦ and +١٫٩٦, the factor loading is significant at a confidence level of ٩٥٪. 
The t value of all factor loadings was measured at ١٫٩٦, therefore, suggesting the 
validity of questions of the questionnaires for measuring different concepts (Fig.٥).  

 

Quantitatively, the statistical population consisting of ٤٠٩ individuals included: ٢٦٦ 
(٦٥٪) male, (٪٣٥) ١٤٣ female, ١١٩ (٢٩٪ married), (٪٧١) ٢٩٠ single, (٪٣٦) ١٤٧ were below 
٣٠ years old, (٪٢٩) ١١٩ were between ٤٠-٣١ years old, (٪٢٦) ١٠٦ were between ٥٠-٤١ 
years old, and (٪٩) ٣٧ were above ٥٠ years old. In terms of educational status, the 
statistical population included: (٪١٧) ٧٠ had a high school diploma (or below), ١٩٦ 
(٤٨٪) had a bachelor's degree, (٪٢٩) ١١٩ master's degree, and (٪٦) ٢٥ had a Ph.D. The 
study used the dispersion index and the central tendency index to describe variables 
in the study (Table ١). 

Table ١: Descriptive indexes for the variables separated by the periods of presidential 
elections 

Presidential 
Election Periods Variables 

Sample 

Size 

Standard 
Deviation 

SD Mean 
Normality 

index  Min-max 



     Skewness Kurtosis   

١٠th  VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠ ٠٫٥٥٢- ٠٫٣٥٠- ٣٫٤٢٩ (٠٫٩٩)٣٫٣٠٤٤ ٤٠٨ ١ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠ ٠٫٤٦٣- ٠٫٢٩١- ٣٫٤٠٠ (٠٫٩٨)٣٫٢٤٩١ ٤٠٧ ٢ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠  ٠٫٦٠٢- ٠٫٢٧٤- ٣٫٤٠٠ (١٫٠٠)٣٫٢٣١٠ ٤٠٧ ٣ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠  ٠٫٤٠٦ ٠٫٨٥٢ ٢٫٠٠٠ (٠٫٩٣)٢٫٠١٣١ ٤٠٨ ٤ 

١١th VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠ ٠٫٦٦٥- ٠٫٣٣٥- ٣٫٤٢٩ (١٫٠٢)٣٫٢٩٠٦ ٣٩٤ ١ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠ ٠٫٥٤٨- ٠٫٣٢٢- ٣٫٤٠٠ (٠٫٩٨)٣٫٣٣٦٠ ٣٩٢ ٢ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠  ٠٫٦٥٦- ٠٫٢٩٣- ٣٫٤٠٠ (١٫٠٠)٣٫٢٥١٩ ٣٩٢ ٣ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠  ٠٫٨٧١ ٠٫٩٤٦ ٢٫٠٠٠ (٠٫٨٨)١٫٩٣٤٤ ٣٩٤ ٤ 

١٢th VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠ ٠٫٧٨٨- ٠٫٣٥٩- ٣٫٥٠٠ (١٫١١)٣٫٤٠٣٨ ٣٩٠ ١ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠ ٠٫٧٨٩- ٠٫٢٦٠- ٣٫٤٠٠ (١٫٠٩)٣٫٣٣٤٣ ٣٩١ ٢ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠  ٠٫٦١٩- ٠٫٣٧٨- ٣٫٤٠٠ (١٫١١)٣٫٣١٢٨ ٣٩٢ ٣ 

 VAR١٫٠٠-٥٫٠٠  ١٫١٠٥ ١٫٠٠٧ ١٫٨٣٣ (٠٫٨٥)١٫٨٧٩٧ ٣٩٢ ٤ 

Based on the results of Table ١: 

A: The entire variables in the study were evaluated as desired (greater than ٣), except 
for apathetic behavior (apathetics). 

B: The entire variables in the study can be considered normal. Also, the distribution 
of variables could be considered normal and symmetric. 

In the ١٠th and ١١th presidential elections, the statement 'I have spent enough time 
in the cyberspace for engaging in election campaigns' respectively represented the 
highest average grade as ٣٫٥٣ and ٣٫٦٣ while, on the other hand, 'I have no 
acquaintance with cyberspace or online space' represented the lowest average grade 
with ١٫٧٨ and ١٫٦٧, respectively.  

In the ١١th presidential election, the statement 'efficient, on-time connection with 
the audience and users and rapidly informing them on relevant issues in electoral 
districts is an advantage of social media, and online space' showed an average grade 
of ٣٫٥٣. The statement 'I have no acquaintance with cyberspace or online space' had 
the lowest average grade (١٫٧). 

Table ٢. Fit indexes of study variables measurement model 

Index Base Critical Value 

χ2/df 2.155 <3 

Goodness-of-fit Indices (GFI) 0.87 >0/8 

Adjusted Goodness-of-fit Indices (AGFI) 0.84 >0/8 



Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA ) 0.069 <0/1 

Comparative Fit Index 0.93 >0/9 

Normed fit Index (NFI) 0.97 >0/9 

 Non-Normed Fit Index (NNFI) 0.98 >0/9 

Increasing fit Index (IFI) 0.98 >0/9 

 

Measured values for fit indexes of the model indicate that the study's model data fit 
with the study's factor structure and theoretical infrastructure, suggesting the 
consistency between the questions and the theoretical constructs, hence the validity 
of this study's model. 

Table ٣. The results of the one-sample t-test  

Election 
Period 

Variables Test Value=٣ Result 

t-
statistic 

DF Sig (two 
domains) 

Cl for ٩٥٪ MD 
Lower 
limit 

Higher 
Limit 

 
١٠th 

Gladiatorial Activity Induced by 
Cyberspace  

٠٫٤٠٠٩ ٠٫٢٠٧٨ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٤٠٧ ٦٫١٩٩ Approve
d 

Transitional Activity in Cyberspace ٠٫٣٤٤٨ ٠٫١٥٣٤ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٤٠٦ ٥٫١١٩ Approve
d 

Spectator Activity in Cyberspace ٠٫٣٢٩٢ ٠٫١٣٢٨ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٤٠٦ ٤٫٦٢٤ Approve
d 

Apathetics -٠٫٨٩٦١- ١٫٠٧٧٨- ٠٫٠٠٠ ٤٠٧ ٢١٫٣٥٧ Approve
d 

 
١١th 

Gladiatorial Activity Induced by 
Cyberspace  

٠٫٣٩١٨ ٠٫١٨٩٥ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩٣ ٥٫٦٤٩ Approve
d 

Transitional Activity in Cyberspace ٠٫٤٣٣٦ ٠٫٢٣٨٤ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩١ ٦٫٧٦٨ Approve
d 

Spectator Activity in Cyberspace ٠٫٣٥١٣ ٠٫١٥٢٥ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩١ ٤٫٩٨١ Approve
d 

Apathetics -٠٫٩٧٧٨- ١٫١٥٣٣- ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩٣ ٢٣٫٨٧٥ Approve
d 

 
١٢th 

Gladiatorial Activity Induced by 
Cyberspace  

٠٫٥١٤٣ ٠٫٢٩٣٤ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٨٩ ٧٫١٨٧ Approve
d 

Transitional Activity in Cyberspace ٠٫٤٤٣٣ ٠٫٢٢٥٣ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩٠ ٦٫٠٣١ Approve
d 

Spectator Activity in Cyberspace ٠٫٤٢٣١ ٠٫٢٠٢٤ ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩١ ٥٫٥٧١ Approve
d 

Apathetics -١٫٠٣٥٨- ١٫٢٠٤٨- ٠٫٠٠٠ ٣٩١ ٢٦٫٠٦٦ Approve
d 

 

 

Given the positive higher and lower limits of 'Cyberspace-induced gladiatorial activity,' 
'transitional activity online,' and 'spectator activity online,' their average is greater than 
٣. Therefore, it could be concluded that based on the ultimate higher and lower limits 



of this output, these three variables' impacts on the voters' electoral behavior in the 
١٠th, ١١th, and ١٢th presidential elections were positive and significant. The measured 
average for spectator activities was below ٣. As a result, it could be concluded that 
based on the ultimate higher and lower limits of this output, this variable negatively 
impacts the voters' electoral behavior in the last three elections. 

Table ٤. The results of the Friedman test concerning the influential factors in voters' 
electoral behavior in the presidential elections 

Election period Variables Average 
rate 

Rank 

١٠th Gladiatorial Activity Induced by Cyberspace  ١ ٢٫٩٠ 
١٠th Transitional Activity in Cyberspace ٢ ٢٫٧٣ 
١٠th Spectator Activity in Cyberspace ٣ ٢٫٧١ 
١٠th Apathetics ٤ ١٫٦٦ 
١١th  Gladiatorial Activity Induced by Cyberspace  ٢ ٢٫٨٢ 
١١th  Transitional Activity in Cyberspace ١ ٢٫٩٠ 
١١th  Spectator Activity in Cyberspace ٣ ٢٫٧١ 
١١th  Apathetics ٤ ١٫٥٧ 
١٢th  Gladiatorial Activity Induced by Cyberspace  ١ ٢٫٩٨ 
١٢th  Transitional Activity in Cyberspace ٢ ٢٫٧٧ 
١٢th  Spectator Activity in Cyberspace ٣ ٢٫٧٣ 
١٢th  Apathetics ٤ ١٫٥١ 

Given the average values in Table ٤, in the ١٠th presidential election, at ٩٥٪ confidence 
level, Gladiatorial Activity Induced by Cyberspace and Apathetics variables receptively 
represented the highest and lowest effect on voters' electoral behavior in the 
presidential election in Guilan. Under the same condition, in the ١١th presidential 
election, Transitional Activity in Cyberspace had the highest effect and Apathetics the 
lowest. In the ١٢th presidential election in Guilan, Gladiatorial Activity Induced by 
Cyberspace had the highest effect while, expectedly, Apathetics had the lowest effect 
on voters' electoral behavior. 

Table ٥. Descriptive statistics and ANOVA results separated by electoral districts 

Variable Election 
Period 

Quantity Average Standard 
Deviation 

F-
statistic 

Significance 
Level 

Result 

Gladiatorial Activity 
Induced by 
Cyberspace 

١٠th ٠٫٩٩ ٣٫٣٠ ٤٠٨ 

١٫٣٨٣ 
 

.٢٥١ 
 

Zero 
Deference ١١th  ١٫٠٢ ٣٫٢٩ ٣٩٤ 

١٢th ١٫١١ ٣٫٤٠ ٣٩٠ 
Total ١٫٠٤ ٣٫٣٣ ١١٩٢ 

Transitional Activity 
in Cyberspace 

١٠th ٠٫٩٨ ٣٫٢٥ ٤٠٧ 

.٩٥١ 
 

.٣٨٧ 
 

Zero 
Deference ١١th  ٠٫٩٨ ٣٫٣٤ ٣٩٢ 

١٢th ١٫١٠ ٣٫٣٣ ٣٩١ 
Total ١٫٠٢ ٣٫٣١ ١١٩٠ 

Spectator Activity 
in Cyberspace 

١٠th ١٫٠١ ٣٫٢٣ ٤٠٧ 

.٦٦١ 
 

.٥١٦ 
 

Zero 
Deference ١١th  ١٫٠٠ ٣٫٢٥ ٣٩٢ 

١٢th ١٫١١ ٣٫٣١ ٣٩٢ 
Total ١٫٠٤ ٣٫٢٦ ١١٩١ 

Apathetics ١٠th ٠٫٩٣ ٢٫٠١ ٤٠٨ 
١٠٤. ٢٫٢٦٨ 

Zero 
Deference ١١th  ٠٫٨٩ ١٫٩٣ ٣٩٤ 



١٢th ٠٫٨٥ ١٫٨٨ ٣٩٢ 
Total ٠٫٨٩ ١٫٩٤ ١١٩٤ 

 

As depicted, the significance level of variables is greater than ٠٫٥, allowing for inferring 
that the average grade of the three populations (the ١٠th, ١١th, and ١٢th presidential 
elections) are not significantly different in terms of the analyzed variables.  

Conclusion 

In this research, after investigating the impact model of social media on political 
participation using the review-library approach, we designed the study questionnaire 
under the title The Impact of Online Social Networks on Voters' Electoral Behavior in 
Presidential Elections by utilizing the qualitative Delphi method and analyzing the 
remarks of academic and organizational experts. The results affirm the validity, 
reliability, implementability of the study questionnaire. The value of (α) for the entire 
constructs in the study was greater than ٠٫٧, indicating the validity of the questionnaire 
and the respondents’ consistent impression of variables related to each construct. 
Furthermore, the relevance of questions in the questionnaires for measuring the 
concepts was rendered valid. 

The designed questionnaire was distributed among ٤٠٩ voters of the ١٠th, ١١th, and 
١٢th presidential elections. The results indicated the significant positive impact of the 
following variables on the voters' electoral behavior in the mentioned election periods: 
Gladiatorial Activity Induced by Cyberspace, Transitional Activity in Cyberspace, and 
Spectator Activity in Cyberspace. Conversely, it was reported that the 'Apathetics' 
variable was found to have a significantly negative impact. Therefore, it seems that 
individuals' more positive assumptions of their impact on the state of society will 
improve their political participation, causing them to use social media for 
accomplishing their goals more effectively. Moreover, the lower the media use, the 
higher the representation of apathetic behavior toward political participation among 
respondents. 

In the tenth and twelfth presidential elections, the statement 'I have spent enough time 
in the cyberspace for engaging in election campaigns' showed the highest average, 
while in the eleventh period, the statement 'efficient, on-time connection with the 
audience and users and rapidly informing them on relevant issues in electoral districts 
is an advantage of social media and online space' represented the highest average 
grade. These findings refer to participants' purposeful, motivational, and conscious 
political participation, which is aligned with previous research stating that the higher 
the motif, consciousness, and the priority of individuals in dealing with political content 
on social media, the higher their political participation. On the other hand, the 
statement 'I have no acquaintance with cyberspace or online space' had the lowest 



average, allowing for the inference that the majority of voters were familiar with 
cyberspace and used it for gaining information or optimizing political participation.  

This study designed an accurate and purposeful questionnaire for measuring the 
impact of social media and networks on the political participation of citizens. 
Furthermore, the study managed to investigate different dimensions of this issue as 
well as confirming the validity and reliability of the questionnaire. As a result, other 
researchers can effectively use this questionnaire. 
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